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What’s new at the garden? 

With mid-May here, there’s no sign of the garden drying enough for tilling. We’ll need to be 
patient; if it’s too wet when it’s tilled, the soil will turn to hard chunks of mud that will dry to the 
consistency of bricks. It has to stop raining eventually! 
Our task group members are standing by to swing into action as soon as tilling has been done; 
staking the plots and putting down the path cover and installing hoses. We will let you know by 
email as soon as your plot is ready. 
 
Steve Colfer has taken over the task of setting the hoses for Earl (who will not be returning this 
season). He has already set a permanent hose underground from the building to the edge of the 
garden. New hoses for the span from the building to the garden have been purchased. The 
above-ground garden hoses from last year are still usable. 
 
A new sign (at right) that measures 36”x24” has been 
purchased and will be installed at the west end of the 
garden once it has been tilled. It should be more easily 
readable from the road than last year’s smaller sign. 
 
 
Cooperative Extension Service visit –  

save the date! 

 

Audrey has been in touch with Caragh Fitzgerald from the Kennebec County Cooperative 
Extension, who is planning to come to the garden site for what she calls a “Walk-and-Talk”.  This 
has been tentatively scheduled for June 24th (with a wash-out rain date of the 25th) from 6:00-7:30 
PM. (waiting for confirmation from Caragh). This is a great opportunity for you to get some help 
and advice on your specific problems in your plot as she will walk through the garden with us 
and comment on what she’s seeing; identifying pests, weeds, and diseases, and offering advice 
and suggestions. We would like to open this up to anyone in the public who would like to listen 
in, so we’re working on combining her visit with a sort of open house at the garden site “Dessert at 
the Garden” or “Garden & Goodies” or “Grow at the Garden” - whatever catchy name we can come 
up with. Your ideas would be appreciated! We’ll start advertising this during the first week of 
June I suspect. If you’d like to be involved with planning this event, contact Audrey or Adrienne. 



 

 

Those pesky cucumber beetles… 

The Cooperative Extension had some advice to offer about those cucumber beetles that have 
plagued our garden in the last couple seasons. They feed on the foliage and stems of your 
cucumbers, squashes, melons, and pumpkins and may carry diseases from plant to plant. Since 
they fly freely from one plot to another, one or two gardeners using a pesticide will never 
eliminate the adults. Even if we all used the same chemical we will probably realistically never get 
rid of them. Be forewarned; they will be waiting at the garden as soon as you plant! 

More information about these beetles can be found at these websites:  

https://extension.umaine.edu/ipm/ipddl/publications/5038e/ 
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/bugs/factsheets/striped-cuke-beetle-nh.pdf 
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/bugs/factsheets/striped-cuke-beetle-cornell.pdf 

The advice given was to use a lightweight row cover over new seedlings or transplants to provide 
a physical barrier to the young plants, which are less vigorous and more susceptible to damage by 
those hungry adult beetles. The row cover doesn’t have to have support – just drape it over the 
plants and secure or bury the edges to keep the beetles from crawling under. (This will make it a 
little trickier to keep up with the weeds which also are ready to take over your plot!  Some mulch 
might help with that?)  

Once your plants have established themselves they will start putting forth blossoms and they 
should be uncovered to let bees and other pollinators get to the blossoms. Applying pesticides 
once the blossoms have come on may actually kill the pollinators, so beware. 

 

New web page 

Bates Mill has offered to host a website for our garden group on their server! Adrienne is in the 
process of setting this up and has an address to share with you: 
http://monmouthcommunitygarden.org/ 

We will be posting notices and dates and news at this site throughout the season as well as 
keeping our facebook page updated with all your additions, photos, and comments. 
https://www.facebook.com/Monmouth-Community-Gardens-881662328557062/  

We hope to set up a private forum on the website just for MCG gardeners to ask questions and 
share garden news, as many of our gardeners are not facebook members. Take a look; and if you 
have any ideas or suggestions to enhance the website, please contact Adrienne. 
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https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/bugs/factsheets/striped-cuke-beetle-nh.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/bugs/factsheets/striped-cuke-beetle-cornell.pdf
http://monmouthcommunitygarden.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Monmouth-Community-Gardens-881662328557062/


 

 

Don’t forget local sources 

 

When you’re ready to purchase seeds or seedlings for planting please remember our local businesses that 
provide gardeners, novice or expert, with garden plants and supplies. 
 
OUR FUNNY FARM is located at 19 Anderson Road in Monmouth. Although they specialize in 
perennials and native plants, this year Hollis says they have some vegetable seedlings that they 
will sell to Community Gardeners at a BIG discount! Drop in and visit them! 
https://www.ourfunnyfarm.com/  

STEVENS FARM & GREENHOUSES is ready to supply you with veggies in six-packs or 
individual pots.  You can find them at 674 Main Street in Monmouth with garden supplies, 
seedlings, mulch, flower arrangements, gifts & cards, perennials, shrubs and (in season) fresh 
local veggies for sale. https://stevensfarmandgreenhouses.com/  

 

MAY FAIRE is this Saturday, May 18, from 9-1 at the Cumston Hall. There will be seedlings and 
perennials, food, and much more. Seedlings raised by Cottrell Elementary School students in their 
greenhouse will be for sale, to benefit their greenhouse program. Although this is a fundraiser 
sponsored by the Friends of Cumston, there will be many other community groups among the 
venders who are raising funds for their own causes. If you’ve never been to May Faire, you’ve 
been missing a great community event. 

 

https://www.ourfunnyfarm.com/
https://stevensfarmandgreenhouses.com/

